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FALCON PRESS 
HARD HITTING NEWS STORIES RELEVANT TO SUMMIT STUDENTS 

Oxford Learning 

2BAre students spending too 
much time on their phones? 

ELLA EMRICK 

     Today, lots of students from Summit Middle School have 
phones. Before and after school, it’s pretty hard to miss a student going 
on social media or texting. We all love our phones. But is all of that 
screen time healthy?  
 

According to Pew Research center, “54% of U.S. teens say they 
spend too much time on their cellphones.” How much is too long on our 
phones, though? Arlondo S. was asked if he thought he spent too much 
time on his phone, and he replied with, “Um, yes, when I get home I 
spend at least all of my hours on my phone.” Maddie C. was asked how 
long she thinks she goes on her phone every day, she said “5 hours.” But 
why are we so addicted to these devices? Tom Kersting once said, "So 
many people are addicted to their phones because they provide us with 
instant feedback and instant gratification.” This makes sense as to why 
we love to post on social media or talk to friends.  
 

Most people check their phones sometime in the morning before 
school. 7th grader Josie S says, ”Not immediately, but somewhat.” When 
a few 8th graders were asked if they checked social media every day, 
they all said yes. The main reason for this is FOMO, or fear of missing out. 
You don’t want to miss what’s going on or what’s happening with your 
friends. Another reason is that we don’t want to interact with people. 
We tend to use our phones as a barrier, so that way we don’t have to 
have a conversation with someone or remember something that is 
troubling us. Some of us use social media because it can be fun, though.  
 

So are phones bad, or are they good? 8th graders Emma R. 
Arlondo S. and Jacob C. were asked how they thought their phones 
impacted their daily lives. Emma R. said, “negative because I 
procrastinate a lot because of it.” Arlondo says, “negative because I 
procrastinate, but positive for calling people.” But Jacob C. stated his 
point, “Positive, because I can keep in touch with family that lives far 
away.” It’s hard to decide whether or not phones are good or bad, but it 
depends how you see it and how wisely you use your phone.   
 

It’s hard to believe that smartphones have only been out for a 
little over 13 years. The first iPhone came out in 2007 and 122.32 million 
phones were sold. In 2019, around 1.56 billion phones were sold. So 
many people have grown to love these devices and their capabilities. 

 
ESPN Seattle 

0BA Legacy Remembered 
EMILY ERB 

     The recent, tragic death of Kobe and 
Gianna Bryant hit many citizens all over 
the country very hard. Kobe inspired many 
people across the United States, and 
Summit Middle School students have 
strong feelings and opinions about this 
traumatic event.  

     On January 26, 2020, Kobe Bryant, his 
daughter, and 7 other passengers 
including the pilot traveled in a helicopter 
to his daughter’s noon basketball game 
that he would coach. They took the 
helicopter to beat the Los Angeles traffic, 
but an unknown problem occurred during 
their flight which took them through fog 
and clouds before plummeting them into a 
hillside near Calabasas, California. Bryant’s 
death was a shock to people across the 
nation. 

     Undoubtedly, Kobe Bryant inspired 
many athletes all over the country and 
“more than just basketball players,” says 
Jacob Cohen (grade 8). When asked their 
opinions on Bryant’s death, Arlondo 
Sheets (grade 8) and Jacob both agreed 
that it was “very tragic”. Arlondo further 
continued this statement by saying, “it was 
very impactful on the world and very 
impactful on his family that they had to 
lose him.” Every student interviewed on 
this topic agreed that they liked and 
respected Kobe Bryant.  

      
     When asked if his legacy will live 
on, without hesitation, Emma said, 
“100%”. Many people agree with 
Emma’s statement. Not only was 
Bryant an amazing athlete winning 
countless awards during his 20-year 
career, but he was a great person. He 
was caring, and he was passionate 
about what he did. He always had a 
strive to be the best he could be and 
it paid off.  

     Further investigations will continue 
to take place of what caused their 
helicopter to crash. This event is said 
to be very out of the ordinary due to 
the luxury helicopter’s reputation as a 
safe aircraft. On the other hand, 
some investigators have stated the 
helicopter did not have a “key 
warning system” that would notify 
the pilot if, for example, the 
helicopter was getting too close to 
the ground. These warning systems 
can help prevent crashes and other 
mishaps from happening while 
onboard the aircraft.  

Kobe Bryant did great things 
during his career that were 
recognized by people across the 
nation. His daughter, also an 
exceptional athlete, wanted to carry 
on her dad’s legacy. Their 
accomplishments will forever be 
remembered and appreciated by 
millions of people.  
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Fall Break 
BEN MORTON 

     One of the most controversial issues in the Southwest Allen County School District is 
whether there should be a fall break. The idea is to trade five days at the end of summer for 
a week off in the middle of October. This would allow students to have a break in the 
middle of the stressful first semester in which students do not get many breaks from the 
immense workload that our school system requires. It is planned to be implemented into 
the 2020-2021 school year, but it is still in question whether it will be into the 2021-2022 
school year. 

     The reason fall break is so controversial is because it would be trading 5 days of summer 
for the week off. People opposed to a fall break argue that that the summer is short enough 
and doesn’t need any time taken off of it. This argument is really irrational though because 
most people don’t do much in the last week of summer. Will Donate, a seventh-grader at 
Summit, argues ``We should have fall break because we need more breaks and we don’t do 
much in the last week of school anyways [sic]”’. In a poll of nearly 80 seventh grade 
students, 76% of them are in favor of having fall break implemented permanently into our 
school system. 

     The major opposition to this plan appears to be parents. They all have various reasons 
why they are concerned and have expressed those concerns. Overall there are 
overwhelmingly more people wanting fall break than not. If the committee wants what is 
best for the students and the families, then according to the vast majority of students, fall 
break should be implemented into the 2021-2022 school year. 
 
LOCAL NEWS 

4BWhat do the Students of Summit Middle School 
Think of Anime? 

 
5Bimage from University of Kentucky website  

 

 Summit Swim and 
Dive Success! 
LILLY HEINE 

     Have you heard about the swim teams' 
success, like how they are going to have the 
longest streak of wins in summit history if they 
win the next two years? The summit girls’ team 
has one twice in a row now with the boys not 
far behind, coming in second last year by two 
points to our rival Woodside. 

We talked to some of the seventh grade team 
members. “It feels really good to know that all 
of the girls could come together to accomplish 
a good win.” Madi Wisel says after being asked. 
The title of the north east middle school level 
conference went to the summit girls last year 
and the year before. Our non-club swimmer 
Ella Wolf says “It feels very rewarding and 
proud.”  All of the summit team has to come 
together to beat Woodside in our first meet, 
the jamboree, on Wednesday February 12th. 
The swim team has not been recognized in a 
long time for our streak, spreading the word 
would help us gain more supporters, and it 
would also give us more tools to beat 
Woodside.     

The team has a lot of hope in this season and 
we hope that you do too. Even if not many 
people come out to watch us we are still going 
strong.  
 
 
 

NORA HASSAN 

     Anime is a very popular topic and 
has been around for at least over a 
hundred years. Of course, the more 
modern types of anime are what is 
trending now. But what is anime, and 
what do people think of it? Or more 
specifically, what do the students of 
Summit Middle School think of the 
anime today? 
     Students at Summit Middle School 
from different grade levels were 
interviewed about this topic. During 
7th grade lunch, 7th graders Murphy 
Hollman, Ayden Aryal, Tyler Wise, 
Cara Amick, Ava Egbert, and Brooklyn 
Alles were asked questions.  
“Anime is like an animated cartoon,” 
Ayden Aryal explained after being 
asked, “what is anime?” He then 
added, “Like Fullmetal Alchemist”, 
which is a fantasy anime. 
“It’s like a mature cartoon,” Tyler Wise 
said. 
     The students were then asked on 
what anime they’ve heard of or 
watched, and those responses 
included Blue Exorcist, Dragon Ball Z, 
Attack on Titan, and My Hero 
Academia. 

 
“Anime’s not a phase, it’s a lifestyle,” Ava Egbert 
stated. “I think My Hero Academia is the best 
anime,” Brooklyn Alles finished. Later, 8th 
graders Owen Kinder added, “Anime is a 
Japanese cartoon,” Kinder said. “I don’t really 
watch it though and I don’t know much about it, 
but it’s cool I guess.”  When asked if anime 
should be popular. “I mean sure,” Owen Kinder 
said. “Because some people like it and some 
people don’t.” 

     6th graders Nevaeh Coppage and her friends 
Joslyn Coleman, Owen VanderWeele, Mason 
Wagner, Andrew Jaurigue, and Olivia Graham 
also discussed the subject. Nevaeh Coppage said, 
“It’s one of the best things I’ve come across. It’s a 
nice dose of fiction.” 

“It’s very dramatic,” Joslyn Coleman replied. 

     After being asked about thoughts for Dragon 
Ball Z, Naruto, and One Piece, the students all 
agreed that the storyline to Dragon Ball Z was a 
little too basic. “Every episode is the same,” 
Nevaeh said. The 6th graders finally concluded 
that My Hero Academia is the best anime.  
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FLASHBACK TO A COUPLE STORIES FROM FIRST SEMESTER! 
 

 
 
 

End of an era? 
RYLAN AMSTUTZ 

     
     Ever since YouTube suffered a fine for 
sending targeted ads towards children, 
YouTube has rolled out a new set of rules to 
use their platform. Regardless of whether or 
not a YouTuber makes their content for kids 
or not they are still liable for punishment. 
     This has sent a shockwave throughout the 
internet with petitions and YouTubers 
threatening to leave the site if this doesn’t 
resolve. Many leave bitter predictions for 
YouTube’s future if their message goes 
unnoticed.  
     “If it doesn’t get any more attention, then 
you can pretty much expect the end of 
gaming, animation, and cartoon videos on 
YouTube.” Alex Carducci, aka RelaxAlax 
tweeted. “Basically Thanos snap YouTube, 
that’s what’s happening.” Alex makes 
gaming videos for his fans on YouTube. 
Many YouTubers like him are thinking 
about quitting since you can receive up to a 
$42,530 fine for even just one violation. 
And since gaming and cartoons are 
considered “Kids Content.” Gaming on 
YouTube will soon die out. 
      

Ladders: The hidden Danger! 
JOEY VOIGT 

Have you ever slipped off the top of a ladder and on the way down hit 
your head on an old rusty trailer? Well I have. My name is Joey Voigt and 
when I was ten years old, I fell off the top of a 20ft ladder and on the way 
down I hit my head on the fender of an old rusty trailer. I was at my 
grandma’s house in Auburn with my two cousins when it happened. No one 
has been allowed to climb that ladder ever since. 

I had never gone up the ladder prior to this incident and I haven’t gone 
up since. It was my cousin’s hangout and they never let anyone up there. 
When they finally granted me permission, I got a little too excited and slipped 
on the very top rung of the ladder. When my head hit the trailer it made a loud 
bang and my cousins knew something was wrong. However, they knew that if 
my grandma found out about it, their hangout would be taken away. My 
cousins argued for a while attempting to figure out what to do. I overheard 
such statements as, “but if we tell her we won’t be able to go up there 
anymore” and, “but he’s obviously hurt and could have a concussion”. The 
concern they showed was heartwarming. 

After sucking the air back into my lungs and listening to them argue for 
15 minutes I just got up without them even noticing and waked into the house 
to talk to my dad about what had happened. 
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NHL ALL STAR WEEKEND 

VINNY WOODFILL 

     On January 24th the NHL hosted the All 
Star Skills Competition and on January 25th 
the NHL hosted the All Star Game in St. 
Louis, Missouri at Enterprise Center which 
is the St. Louis Blues stadium. During the 
skills competition they had 6 events, 
including, fastest skater, hardest shot, 
accuracy shooting, save streak, shooting 
stars, and the 3 on 3 women’s Canada vs 
USA game.  
     The next night they had the all-star 
games and first they had the mascot’s game 
then the first actual game was between the 
Metropolitan team and the Atlantic team, 
then the second game was between the 
Pacific team and the Central, then the final 
was between the Atlantic team and the 
Pacific team. Each team has 11 players, 1 
coach and 1 celebrity captain.  
     The first game was between the Metro 
division and the Atlantic division and the 
Atlantic division won 9-5. The second game 
saw the Pacific division play the Central 
division and the Central won 10-5. Then the 
final game was between the Pacific division 
and the Atlantic division and the Pacific 
division won 5-4 and won the whole All 
Star game. David Pastrnak from the Atlantic 
division also captain won the All Star MVP 
with 4 goals and 2 assists. 

    In the 3 on 3 Canada vs. USA game, 
Canada won a very close game 2-1 with 
Canada’s goaltender making a great save on 
Amanda Kessel of the United States at the 
last second. They also had a Mascot’s game 
that the Western conference won.  
     The Skills Competition showed how 
much talent is in the NHL. The winner of the 
fastest skater was Matt Barzal with a time of 
13.175, which finally beat Connor McDavid 
the 3 time champ. Then they had the hardest 
shot, which Shea Weber won with a 104.5 
mph shot. Next, it was the accuracy shooting 
which Jaccob Slavin won with hitting 5 
targets on 8 shots in 9.505 seconds. Then, it 
was the save streak which Jordan Binnington 
won with a streak of 10 saves. Finally they 
had the shooting stars competition which is 
new this year and very odd. Eventually after 
a close game with overtime between Mitch 
Marner and Patrick Kane with both having 
22 points going into OT Mitch Marner came 
up short with having 0 points in overtime and 
Patrick Kane having 2 in overtime so Kane 
won with 24 points in total.  
     Overall it was a very successful weekend. 
They had a lot of fans come out and watch it 
and watch it on the TV. The players were 
amazing on and off the ice. The coaches 
were amazing and it was just a very 
entertaining weekend and I think everybody 
enjoyed it 
 

          .  
 

  

SUMMIT SPORTS 

1BNFL PRO BOWL. 
NOAH CLAPPER –  

          Many people look forward to 
watching all the best star athletes 
compete in one final game to see which 
side of athletes is really the best. But this 
year some say this game did not meet the 
expeditions set from previous years. The 
2020 NFL pro bowl brought in some good 
and bad opinions when played last Sunday 
in Orlando, Florida. 
 

 
     After interviewing students at Summit 
Middle School, most seem to think that 
the pro bowl could have been improved 
in some aspects but wasn’t all that bad. 
Some think that lack of contact in the 
game made it less entertaining. Jesse 
Biedenbach has a negative opinion on 
that aspect as when asked about the 
topic he answers “It was weak, looked 
like a practice”. And another student was 
asked if he thinks the game should have 
had more contact, Tyler Moore 
responded with “Yes, makes it a full on 
game”. Some say the game was boring to 
watch but there were some good 
aspects. Players played with speed and 
intenses. Others say that they really liked 
the color scheme and Jesse Biedenbach 
said when asked about the energy level 
of players said “The energy was there” 
      

      
     Overall people seem to agree that there were bad 
aspects of the game but there were also some good 
things. This pro bowl did seem to get a lot more 
complaints and negative opinions than others in the past 
mostly relating to the low contact. After the NFL 
acknowledges peoples opinion on the pro bowl this year, 
changes will be made and people will get the pro bowl 
back from previous years that they all look forward to 
enjoying on the Sunday before the Super bowl.   
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CLAPPER’S HILARITIES 
1. What kind of bagel can fly? 

 
2. Why do seagulls fly over the sea? 

 
3. What do you call a cow with no back legs? 

 
4. What did one stick of butter say to the other?  

 
5. Why did the Teddy Bear say no to dessert? 

 
 
 
 
 
1. A plane bagel      2. If they flew over a Bay, they would be Baygels        3. An Udder drag    4.  You butter back off     5. He was stuffed 

3BSCHEDULE OF UPCOMING EVENTS 
STRIKING FALCON STAFF 

FEBRUARY 2020 
 
VALENTINE’S DAY DANCE  
                 FEBRUARY 7    6pm – 8pm 
 
MID-TERMS 
                 FEBRUARY 4th  
 
SWIM MEET 
                 FEBRUARY 12  5:30pm  @Summit 
  
  

 

 
IF YOUR GROUP/TEAM HAS SOMETHING SCHEDULED THAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO INCLUDE IN THE SCHOOL NEWSPAPER, LET 
MR. MCKINLEY KNOW. 
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